O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Therefore the Lord Himself will give [you a sign: The virgin will be with child
and will give birth to a Son and will call Him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 NIV)

Words: LATIN HYMN Music: Adapted from Plainsong by
Adapted by THOMAS HELMORE
RANDY VADER Arranged by Jay Rouse
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(Narration begins in measure 58 of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)

The chronicle of the birth of Jesus is a portrait of love beyond measure,

miracles beyond imagination, and sacrifice beyond reason.
The centuries of silence and of prayers were prelude to fulfilled promises.
Though His coming is long expected, it almost goes unnoticed, almost.

So, let us come together and speak of prophets and sages, of angels and

stars, of wise men and shepherds.
For the good news has come! God's unspeakable gift is born in Bethlehem—~born
to show us the Father’s love, born to set us free! In one eternal instant the world

changes forever.

The prophets’ voices would not be stilled nor could they be forgotten.

Their message rang in the echoes of ancient thunder.

Listen, it’s the voice of someone shouting! “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
At last, He has come! D O N OT C O PY

At last, He dwells among us.

At last—Noel!
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Words by
RANDY VADER

Worship rock J =128

A Distant Voice

A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD;
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40: 3)

Music by
JAY ROUSE
Arr. by Jay Rouse
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Mary was grateful for the months of preparation following the angel
visitation. This overshadowing by the Almighty had transformed not just her
body, but her heart. Though she had always been uniquely turned toward the

Father, there were days now that Mary felt His nurturing love so profoundly

that her heart ached.

Slowly, subtly and surely a mystery occurred. In the empty space she yielded,
the Father began to create the divine. The Almighty had always been her
shelter. Now, in a moment, an unimaginable gift was hers, she became shelter

for the Almighty.

Mary looked arouncDﬂhNI)@ﬂl’at @O‘Here animals slept and ate.

She looked at the feed box where her Son, God’s Son lay sleeping. She smiled
at the thought of Joseph so carefully and lovingly laying the straw for her and
for the Baby. Now, her heart filled with a knowing, a knowing so deep she
exhaled from the core of her. This was holy ground. The sacred sanctuary
where once no man could enter was now a stable, the place where God’s pres-

ence dwells.
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Mary's Hope )

But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19 KJV)

Words by Music by
ROSE ASPINALL JAY ROUSE
and RANDY VADER Arr. by Jay Rouse

Warm and gentle J =72
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*NOTE: This narration is found on page 52.

© 2011 PraiseGathering Music (Admin. by Music Services. www.musicservices.org). All Rights Reserved.
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.. the place where God’s presence dwells.

“«

§o

o

96

“Now, her heart filled...”
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